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THE IN-BETWEEN
In the early 2000s, thirteen-year-old Katie Van Heidrich has moved more 

times that she can count, for as long as she can remember. There were the 

slow moves where you see the whole thing coming. There were the fast ones 

where you grab what you can in seconds. When Katie and her family come back 

from an out-of-town funeral, they discover their landlord has 

unceremoniously evicted them, forcing them to pack lightly and move quickly.

They make their way to an Extended Stay America Motel, with Katie’s mother 

promising it’s temporary. Lyrical and forthcoming, Katie navigates the 

complexities that come with living in-between: in between homes, parents, and 

childhood and young adulthood, all while remaining hopeful for the future.

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Autobiography -Verse

304

Katie Van Heidrich

http://www.katievanheidrich.com


Ellie is tired of being fat-shamed and does something about it in this poignant 
debut novel-in-verse.
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her fifth birthday 
party, she’s been bullied about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by the Fat Girl 
Rules—like “no making waves,” “avoid eating in public,” and “don’t move so fast 
that your body jiggles.” And she’s found her safe space—her swimming pool—where 
she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the water, she can stretch herself 
out like a starfish and take up all the room she wants. It’s also where she can get 
away from her pushy mom, who thinks criticizing Ellie’s weight will motivate her to 
diet. Fortunately, Ellie has allies in her dad, her therapist, and her new neighbor, 
Catalina, who loves Ellie for who she is. With this support buoying her, Ellie might 
finally be able to cast aside the Fat Girl Rules and starfish in real life–by 
unapologetically being her own fabulous self.

STARFISH

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Fiction-Verse

256

Lisa Fipps

https://authorlisafipps.com


Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a 
refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and 
without access to the medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when 
Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to change 
their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family member he 
has left, every day.

Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in this graphic novel about a 

childhood spent waiting, and a young man who is able to create a sense of family and 

home in the most difficult of settings. It’s an intimate, important, unforgettable look 

at the day-to-day life of a refugee, as told to New York Times Bestselling 

author/artist Victoria Jamieson by Omar Mohamed, the Somali man who lived the 

story.

WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Autobiography - Graphic Novel

264

Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed

https://www.victoriajamieson.com/educato/


June 6, 1944: The Nazis are terrorizing Europe, on their evil quest to conquer the world. 

The only way to stop them? The biggest, most top-secret operation ever, with the Allied 

nations coming together to storm German-occupied France. Welcome to D-Day. Dee, a 

young U.S. soldier, is on a boat racing toward the French coast. And Dee — along with his 

brothers-in-arms — is terrified. He feels the weight of World War II on his shoulders. But 

Dee is not alone. Behind enemy lines in France, a girl named Samira works as a spy, 

trying to sabotage the German army. Meanwhile, paratrooper James leaps from his plane 

to join a daring midnight raid. And in the thick of battle, Henry, a medic, searches for 

lives to save.In a breathtaking race against time, they all must fight to complete their 

high-stakes missions. But with betrayals and deadly risks at every turn, can the Allies do 

what it takes to win?

ALLIES

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Historical Fiction

336

Allan Gratz

https://www.alangratz.com


Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, 
too, so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where 
she's dealing with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and 
classmates who think the school year is just one long gross-out session. It 
soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... and it 
coincides with her worries about food, school, and changing friendships. 
What's going on?

Raina Telgemeier once again brings us a thoughtful, charming, and funny 
true story about growing up and gathering the courage to face -- and 
conquer -- her fears.

GUTS

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Autobiography - Graphic Novel

224

Raina Telegmeier

https://goraina.com


Mia Tang has a lot of secrets: Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big house. 
Every day, while her immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia 
manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests. Number 
2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out 
they've been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be 
doomed. Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom 
thinks she should stick to math because English is not her first language?

It will take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this 
year. Will she be able to hold on to her job, help the immigrants and guests, 
escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?

FRONT DESK

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Juvenile Fiction

304

Kelly Yang

https://www.kellyyang.com/frontdesk/


Merci Suárez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how 
different. For starters, as strong and thoughtful as Merci is, she has never been 
completely like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because she and her older 
brother, Roli, are scholarship students. They don’t have a big house or a fancy boat, and 
they have to do extra community service to make up for their free tuition. So when bossy 
Edna Santos sets her sights on the new boy who happens to be Merci’s school-assigned 
Sunshine Buddy, Merci becomes the target of Edna’s jealousy. Things aren’t going well at 
home, either: Merci’s grandfather and most trusted ally, Lolo, has been acting strangely 
lately — forgetting important things, falling from his bike, and getting angry over 
nothing. And Merci is left to her own worries, because no one in her family will tell her 
what’s going on. Winner of the 2019 Newbery Medal, this coming-of-age tale by New York 
Times best-selling author Meg Medina gets to the heart of the confusion and constant 
change that defines middle school — and the steadfast connection that defines family.

MERCI SUAREZ CHANGES GEARS

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Juvenile Fiction

368

Meg Medina

https://megmedina.com/books/merci-suarez-changes-gears/


Ever since Cass almost drowned (okay, she did drown, but she doesn't like to think 
about it), she can pull back the Veil that separates the living from the dead . . . and 
enter the world of spirits. Her best friend is even a ghost.

So things are already pretty strange. But they're about to get much stranger.
When Cass's parents start hosting a TV show about the world's most haunted places, 
the family heads off to Edinburgh, Scotland. Here, graveyards, castles, and secret 
passageways teem with restless phantoms. And when Cass meets a girl who shares 
her "gift," she realizes how much she still has to learn about the Veil &mdash: and 
herself. And she'll have to learn fast. The city of ghosts is more dangerous than she 
ever imagined.

CITY OF GHOSTS

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Horror Fiction

320

Victoria Schwab



Chase Ambrose doesn’t remember falling off the roof. He doesn’t 
remember hitting his head. In fact, he doesn’t remember anything. 
He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole 
life over again … starting with his own name.

Okay, he’s Chase. But who is Chase? Soon he’s hearing stories of the 
alpha jock and bully who held a reign of terror over an entire school. 
Is that the person he was … and is destined to be again? Is it possible 
to restart?

RESTART

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Psychological Fiction

256

Gordon Korman

https://gordonkorman.com/restart


In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and 
kind-hearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia 
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves 
everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little 
sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids 
would just stop being so different so he can concentrate on basketball.

They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his 
pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia 
on an epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little 
help from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and 
friendship blooms.

HELLO, UNIVERSE

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Juvenile Fiction

352

Erin Entrada Kelly

https://erinentradakelly.com


On the day that shocks the world, one boy just wants to find his family. A 
powerful addition to the gripping I Survived series.

The only thing Lucas loves more than football is his Uncle Benny, his dad's 
best friend at the fire department where they both work. Benny taught Lucas 
everything about football. So when Lucas's parents decide the sport is too 
dangerous and he needs to quit, Lucas has to talk to his biggest fan.So the 
next morning, Lucas takes the train to the city instead of the bus to school. 
It's a bright, beautiful day in New York. But just as Lucas arrives at his uncle's 
firehouse, everything changes -- and nothing will ever be the same again.

I SURVIVED: THE ATTACKS OF 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Historical Fiction

112

Lauren Tarshis

https://www.laurentarshis.com


Hansel and Gretel walk out of their own story and into eight 
other classic Grimm (and Grimm-inspired) fairy tales. An 
irreverent, witty narrator leads us through encounters with 
witches, warlocks, dragons, and the devil himself. As the siblings 
roam a forest brimming with menacing foes, they learn the true 
story behind the famous tales, as well as how to take charge of 
their destinies and create their own happily ever after. Because 
once upon a time, fairy tales were awesome.

A TALE DARK & GRIMM

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Fairytale

256

Adam Gidwitz

https://www.adamgidwitz.com/books/grimm-books/a-tale-dark-and-grimm/


One night a plane appeared out of nowhere, the only passengers 
aboard: thirty-six babies. As soon as they were taken off the plane, 
it vanished. Now, thirteen years later, two of those children are 
receiving sinister messages, and they begin to investigate their 
past. Their quest to discover where they really came from leads 
them to a conspiracy that reaches from the far past to the distant 
future—and will take them hurtling through time. In this exciting 
new series, bestselling author Margaret Peterson Haddix brings an 
element of suspense that will keep readers on the edge of their 
seats.

FOUND

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Science Fiction

336

Margaret Peterson Haddix

https://haddixbooks.com/book/found/


Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life (well, almost). He 
plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call him the 
Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who doesn't even 
know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old brother, 
Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute, which is also pretty annoying). But 
when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is turned upside 
down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's illness, his parents' 
attempts to keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, girls, 
and Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have to read the book to find out what 
that is!).

DRUMS, GIRLS & DANGEROUS PIE

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Juvenile Fiction

304

Jordan Sonnenblick

https://www.jordansonnenblick.com/drums-girls-dangerous-pie-copy


Percy Jackson has ADHD, dyslexia, and a taste for trouble, so he's stuck going to 
a private school in upstate New York for hard-to-handle kids. If he doesn't get 
his life into shape, this could be the sixth school he's expelled from. Then one 
day, Percy's world is turned upside down. His math teacher turns into a 
terrifying monster who tries to kill him, he finds out his best friend is half 
human and half goat, and he discovers the truth behind the father he never 
knew: his father is the Greek god Poseidon.

Now Percy is on his way to yet another school, a training camp for half-bloods 
on Long Island, where he finds himself at the center of a fierce battle between 
Poseidon, Zeus, and Hades. If he can find Zeus's missing lightning bolt within ten 
days, disaster will be averted. But can he do it?

THE LIGHTNING THIEF

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Myths & Legends

384

Rick Riordan

https://rickriordan.com/book/the-lightning-thief/


Jess Aarons had to be the fastest runner at Lark Creek Elementary School, the 
best, but when he was challenged by Leslie Burke, a girl, that was just the 
beginning of a new season in Jess’s life. Leslie and her parents were newcomers 
to the rural community where Jess Lived, and were thought to be a bit odd, for 
they didn’t even own a TV, though their house was filled with books. Some-what to 
Jess’s surprise, he and Leslie became friends, and the worlds of imagination and 
learning that she opened to him changed him forever. It was Leslie’s idea to 
create Terabithia, their secret Kingdom in the woods where they reigned 
supreme. There is no enemy – not their teacher Monster Mouth Meyers, their 
schoolmates Gary Fulcher and Janice Avery, Jess’s four sisters, or even Jess’s 
own fears and Leslie’s imaginary foes – could defeat them. The Legacy that 
Leslie finally brought to Jess enabled him to cope with the unexpected tragedy 
that touched them all.

BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA

# OF PAGES:
GENRE:  Juvenile Fiction 

192

Katherine Paterson

https://katherinepaterson.com/books/bridge-to-terabithia/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--sDoefzSrY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlHx4dI8xdw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vva7MBIxVI8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=111ztD-2QaU
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7Br7kvUNFs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d73jFTEQpRY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swRTZpnsXgY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t75AN_e7vfg
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-W2ajDy0QM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf56kldZo78
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdzqKP7Qah4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oE7M-EAwSw4



